
Native to Northern Queensland, the umbrella tree, a popular garden choice, has become

naturalised in SE QLD. In its native environment it exists in balance with other plants but

down here it can out-compete local natives when it pops up in bushland and forests.

Despite their popularity, the umbrella tree's invasive roots can cause structural damage

to property so it is not a good choice for urban gardens. Its roots are also renown for

cracking water pipes and causing lots of damage to sewage systems so if you have one

near your property it is advisable to remove it before you get a big problem and a big

bill! It is fast growing and sprawls outwards with large leaves that shade the ground and

prevent other plants from growing. The flowers and seeds are very popular with birds so

seeds can be spread widely and bush/forest infestations can form quickly.  The fruit is

particularly popular with lorikeets and as it ferments it can make them very drunk!

Increased window hits, flying into cars and falling out of the sky due to fighting are

common side-effects of drunk lorikeets, endangering their safety.

Don't plant in the first place. Choose a local alternative like Native

Gardenia, Native Tamarind or Celerywood.

Dispose of garden waste responsibly, don't spread viable seeds.

For more information, check out the QLD Gov Fact Sheet

To develop skills in weeding, join your Local Landcare Group

For free, professional help with your property, join Land For Wildlife

How to remove it
Remove Tree - Cut down the tree and coat the stump in glyphosate at a rate of 1:12 water to

prevent it from re-shooting. You may need to hire professionals if the tree is large.

Hand-pull - Suitable for very small trees.

Umbrella Tree
Schefflera actinophylla
Category R - Reduce populations.

The Problem

Prevent the spread!

WARNING - Herbicides contain hazardous chemicals. Incorrect use can cause injury and damage to 

the environment. Use with care and contact an expert for advice if unsure.

https://www.daf.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/51706/umbrella-tree.pdf
https://watergum.org/address-book/
https://www.lfwseq.org.au/

