
Wild tobacco is fast growing , rapidly maturing small tree native to South America. It has

become widely naturalised in Australia and is classed as an environmental weed in many

parts of QLD, NSW, SA and VIC. Seeds are widely dispersed by birds and flooding and so

the plant is a common sight along river banks, across floodplains and below perch trees

throughout bushland and forests. It thrives in wet or dry, hot or cold conditions and

tolerates well-drained soil and high salinity meaning it can sprout up just about

anywhere. Its accelerated growth out-completes natives, degenerating riparian zones

and slowing the regeneration rate of forests. Toxins produces by the plant poison the soil

and if ingested, humans and animals too. Grazing animals such as cattle and sheep are

particularly at risk.

Cut and paste before trees flower and seed.

Keep an eye out for new trees after flooding.

For more information, check out the Brisbane Weed Profile

To develop skills in weeding, join your Local Landcare Group

For free, professional help with your property, join Land For Wildlife

Wild Tobacco tree
Solanum mauritianum

Class R – Reduce populations

The Problem

How to remove it
Cut and Paste  - The best method for removal is to cut them down at the base and coat the

stump in 50/50. Mix up 50% water, 50% Glyphosate in a spray bottle and add herbicide dye. The

chemical must be applied to the stump within 10 seconds of the tree being cut down. This will

ensure the tree sucks the chemical into its roots and dies.  The dye enables you to see where

you've sprayed. Be sure to coat the whole of the exposed surface of the stump. 

Prevent the spread!

WARNING - Herbicides contain hazardous chemicals. Incorrect use can cause injury and damage to the

environment. Use with care and contact an expert for advice if unsure.

https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/wild-tobacco-tree
https://watergum.org/address-book/
https://www.lfwseq.org.au/

