
Camphor laurel was widely planted by settlers as a shade tree for farm animals due to the

multi-trunked sprawling nature of its growth and it's wide, bushy leaves which create a

dense canopy. It produces many seeds which drop locally or are spread to other areas by

birds. The trees outcompete and replace natives and have the ability to monopolise areas,

significantly reducing biodiversity. They have a sizable root ball which takes up significant

ground space, and water and nutrient resources. Camphor laurels are toxic, the chemicals

they contain deter the germination of other species. These toxins remain in the soil even

after the tree has been removed causing long-term reduced biodiversity. The chemicals

are toxic to humans and animals as well as other plants, and cause sickness if ingested.

When seeds, leaves and roots enter the waterways the toxins poison fish and

macroinvertebrates which destabilises the food chain.  They like moist conditions and pop

up along waterways which results in damage to riverbanks as flood waters rip out the soil

beneath their shallow roots causing the riverbank to collapse, decimating wildlife habitat.

Camphor laurel is a significant problem in Northern NSW and is regarded as one of the top

10 worst weeds in SE QLD.

Dispose of garden waste containing seeds responsibly

For more info and ID pictures check out the Brisbane Weed Profile

To develop skills in weeding, join your Local Landcare Group

For free, professional help with your property, join Land For Wildlife

How to remove it
Remove Tree - For mature trees you will need to hire professionals as they are very large trees. 

Cut and Paste - For small trees, cut at the base and paste with 50/50  (50% water, 50% Glyphosate)

within 10 seconds, so it sucks the chemical into its roots and dies. Smaller trees are recognisable due

to their green bark and lush green leaves which smell very strongly of tea tree when crushed.

Camphor Laurel
Cinnamomum camphora
Category 3 - Must not distribute by sale or gift. Must not release it into the environment.

The Problem

Prevent the spread!

WARNING - Herbicides contain hazardous chemicals. Incorrect use can cause injury and damage to 

the environment. Use with care and contact an expert for advice if unsure.

https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/camphor-laurel
https://watergum.org/address-book/
https://www.lfwseq.org.au/

