
Reduce ocean sediment levels;

Familiarise yourself with lyngbya and report all sightings to council.

If you see lyngbya on the beach or in the ocean, stay away from it, 

For more information check out the QLD Government Advice Page

Learn about lyngbya in Moreton Bay in this  Healthy Land and Water Presentation

Further reading; Moreton Bay Foundation, Coochiemudlo Island Coast Care

- prevent green waste from entering the ocean, keep streets and 

storm drains clear. 

- reduce fertiliser use.

- plant riparian (riverbank) vegetation. This will strengthen the 

riverbank so it doesn't wash away in flood waters and will also help 

to filter any water that enters the ocean.

don't inhale and DO NOT touch it.

Lyngbya is a naturally occurring toxic blue-green algae that can cause skin irritation,

breathing difficulties, nausea and vomiting as well as threatening seagrass meadows,

coral reefs and marine species. In Australia lyngbya can be found in South Western

Australia and in Queensland where it blooms between October and February. Lyngbya

grows on the bottom of shallow seas by clinging to seagrass, corals and other aquatic

surfaces. It forms a slimy green mat that eventually becomes buoyant and floats on the

surface. High nutrient content, warm sea temperatures (24C) and lots of light contribute to

lyngbya growth with large blooms stretching over several kilometres. Lyngbya smothers

and shades seagrass and other vegetation, destroying habitat for marine species and

significantly effecting the commercial fishing industry. Lyngbya eventually washes up and

drys on beaches where it is unsightly, smelly and dangerous. If touched lyngbya can cause

itching, skin rash and for men, swelling in the scrotum is common. If dry material is inhaled

it can cause sore throat and breathing difficulties. Other symptoms include headaches,

fatigue, swelling of the eyes and skin sores that can last up to 12 days.

Lyngbya - Mermaid's hair
Lyngbya majuscula

The Problem

Prevent the spread and stay safe!

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/coasts-waterways/marine-habitats/algae-blooms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Y2PQqth8Vs
https://moretonbayfoundation.org/lyngbya-majuscula-a-toxic-warning-sign-for-moreton-bay/
http://coochiemudloislandcoastcare.org.au/projects/marine-pollution-turtle-death/

